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Defining Urban & Rural Areas



Defining Affordability

The Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD) defines 
affordability as not spending more than 30% of a household’s 
income on housing-related expenses.



Defining Housing Needs



Area Median Income for a family of 4 $89,600



Rental Market Conditions



Rental Rates are Increasing



Affordable Rents



Cost-Burdened Renters



Severely Cost-Burdened Renters



Severely Cost-Burdened Renters



Publicly-Assisted Rental Housing



Point in Time Count of Homelessness



Total Rental Housing Needs

Urban Jurisdictions:
9,726 Units / Households

Rural Counties:
2,000 Units / Households



Homeownership Market Conditions



Median Single-Family Home Sales



Affordable Home Prices



Severely Cost-Burdened 
Homeowners



Severely Cost-Burdened Homeowners



Drive Until You Qualify



Race & Equity Disparities in Ownership



Homeownership Rates by Locality



Potential First-Time Homebuyers



Occasional Use



Economic Impact of Unaffordability



Economic Impacts

• Employee recruitment and retention
• Turnover, absenteeism
• Business recruitment
• Time and costs of excessive commuting
• Stress on families and children
• Commuter-generated air pollution



Key Housing Issues



Key Housing Issues

• Supply hasn’t kept pace with demand
• Competition from retirees, second-

home buyers
• High land and construction costs
• Mobile home displacement
• Over-commitment of land to single-

family housing
• Need for more by-right zoning



Key Housing Issues
• Lengthy, unpredictable development 

approval process
• Restrictions on developer proffers
• Inadequate water and sewer 

infrastructure
• Transit is not frequent enough to 

meet needs
• Federal funding is inadequate and 

declining



Key Housing Issues
• Prevalence of low-wage, part-time 

jobs
• Skills training needs 
• Barriers to employment
• Lack of knowledge about housing 

resources
• Discrimination against children, 

Section 8



Interventions Available
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