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What Will You Need?

There are a few things you'll need before
getting started...

* A Rain Barrel of course! The average size
usually tends to be around 50-60
gallons. *

* A mesh or screen filter to install on top to
keep insects out.

* A 3/4" spigot and 3/4" hose adapter. You
can often find these together in a kit at
your local hardware store.

e 3/4" nut, washer, an O-ring. Make sure
they match your spigot and )-ring!

¢ An overflow outlet or pipe. We
recommend using a 3/4" sump pump
hose.

e 1/2" screws to install the mesh screen.
Brass, stainless steel, or exterior grade
should work great!

Silicone non-toxic caulk.

A Few Tools...

o Adrill

« 3/4" spade drill bit. (Technically optional but
it will make the process much easier!)

* A bit or screwdriver that matches your
SCrews.

* A caulk gun.
= A utility knife or scissors.
« Awrench or pliers.

Affordable rain barrels are sometimes tricky to finc
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Now that you have everything...

1) Find the best location and prep the area!
s Locate the preferred downspout next to your
house (The downspout is where the water

pours down from the roof). Make sure to
consider ease of access and how and where
you will use the water!

* Prep the ground under where the barrel will
go to make sure it is level and secure. Be
careful! Don't underestimate the weight of a
water-filled barrel! Elevate the barrel so it is
higher than ground level. The higher the
barrel the higher the water pressure!

2) Clean the barrels!
» Any debris or plastic residue should be

cleared to prevent clogging. A little water and

soap will do the trick!

3) Mark the locations for your spigot and
overflow holes!

e Spigots are normally located three inches
from the bottom of the barrel. If your barrel is
curved, place the mark right above the curve.

* The overflow hole, used to direct water out of
a full barrel, should be three inches from the
top and on the back of the barrel.

4) prill the holes for the spigot and
overflow!

s Try to use a drill bit that is slightly undersized
to allow the spigot's metal threads to bite
into the plastic. Make sure all holes you

make match the size of the spigot or hose
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5) Install the spigot! :

* Make sure you can reach into the barrel,
if not cut a 6" hole on top for your downspout
to enter and big enough to reach into the
barrel. With a little muscle, screw the spigot
into the bottom hole. Reach inside and place
the rubber O-ring over the spigot. Then place
the washer over the O-ring and the nut to
tighten the piece. Use caulk to close any
openings. Watertight!

6) Install the mesh covering!

* If needed, cut the gutter and position the
barrel below the downspout. Measure the
length and width of the hole and cut an
equally sized mesh square. Place it over the
top and screw the 1/2" screws around the
mesh filter. You can also use caulk to secure
it in place.

7) Install the overflow hose!

* The hose should direct water away from the
house's foundation. You can use gravel,
stones, or bricks as a splash block to prevent
erosion. You can use the overflow hose to
also connect multiple barrels! Use your utility
knife to scrape the hole and make it just big
enough to install the hose. Make sure to
caulk any gaps to prevent insects from
entering.

8) Wait for the rain!

* Once the barrel is positioned and secured
under the downspout, you are all set! Don't
forget you should empty out your rain barrel
after every rain event to keep it working
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