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The Transportation and Housing Alliance came about through the work and vision of the Virginia 
Board for People with Disabilities (VBPD). VBPD identified the need to develop collaboration 
between housing and transportation stakeholders and professionals for the purposes of building the 
capacity of transportation and housing access and choice in communities throughout Virginia. 
VBPD articulated their vision for the full inclusion of people with disabilities in their communities 
through improving transportation and housing opportunities in their Grant Funding Announcement 
for 2005, issued in December 2004. The proposed Transportation and Housing Alliance project 
included the development of a tool to assess housing and transportation needs, project future needs, 
and identify overlapping issues and opportunities. VBPD identified Planning District Commissions 
(PDCs) as principal players in this statewide effort, working with state agencies and other 
organizations throughout Virginia. VBPD continued the grant for 2 years to June 30, 2009 and 
provided funding to utilize the Toolkit in 12 planning projects. This second edition incorporates 
comments and lessons learned from those projects.  
 
Partners 
The Transportation and Housing Alliance (THA) has been established as a standing committee of the 
Virginia Association of Planning District Commissions (VAPDC). The goal of the THA is to serve 
as a conduit of information, resources, technical assistance and education. The THA will make 
public policy recommendations and work to build and improve accessibility and interconnection 
between housing and transportation in localities and statewide. The THA Steering Committee 
consists of stakeholders across the state, including representatives of:  

 Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transit (DPRT) 
 Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) 
 Virginia Housing Development Authority (VHDA) 
 Centers for Independent Living (CILs) 
 Virginia Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB)/Virginia Department of 

Transportation (VDOT) 
 Fair Housing 
 Virginia Board for People with Disabilities (VBPD) 
 Planning Districts in Virginia  

 

Purpose of Toolkit 
The main product of the Transportation and Housing Alliance (THA) is this Toolkit. The purpose of 
the Toolkit is to assess housing and transportation needs, project future needs and identify 
overlapping issues and opportunities. The key outcomes of using the Toolkit are plans that create 
livable communities for all citizens.  
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The Thomas Jefferson Planning District Commission (TJPDC) is the grantee for the THA. You can 
contact TJPDC at info@tjpdc.org or (434) 979-7310. Our web site is www.tjpdc.org. Our mailing 
address is P.O. Box 1505, Charlottesville, VA 22902-1505. We are located at 401 East Water Street 
in Charlottesville. 


